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Light / The Holocaust & Humanity

Project is a unique Holocaust 

education partnership that 

promotes awareness to the 

dangers of intolerance in our 

community through performing

and visual arts, education, and public

dialogue. This community-wide

initiative is a collaboration among:

• Ballet Austin

• The Universtity of Texas

• Holocaust Museum Houston

• The Austin Independent 

School District

• The City of Austin

• The Anti-Defamation League

• The Jewish Community 

Association of Austin

•  The LBJ Library & Museum

• KLRU

• National Endowment for the Arts

• Texas Commission on the Arts

• Humanities Texas

Each partner came into this project

with the common hope that

together we can create a more just

world through conversations started

in schools, theatres, public spaces,

and in homes across Central Texas.

Light / The Holocaust & Humanity Project

Community Dialogue
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Projectelements
• World Premier Dance by Ballet Austin

• Public Lecture Series

• Teacher Professional Development

• Outdoor Art Exhibit

• Community Dialogue, including 

televised Town Hall meeting

Community Dialogue



What is our responsibility when 
confronted by acts of bigotry and hate? 
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How are issues of the
Holocaust relevant in
our community today? 

What actions can we take
to promote understanding
in our community?

“Engage in honest dialogue,listen with a generosity  of
spirit,search for common ground.”

Why do we need a

project like Light?

“Let our fate be your warning”

reads the memorial at the

Majdanek death camp. The

Holocaust provides an opportunity

to examine an extreme case of 

humanity’s capacity for inhumanity.

We each have a personal responsibility

to guard against bigotry and hate.

In this project, artists, teachers and

citizens come together, bringing

unique skills, to make a difference

in our community. We open our

creative studios, our classrooms,

our businesses, our homes, to seek

answers to the following questions:

• How are issues of the Holocaust 

relevant in our community today? 

• What is our responsibility when 

confronted by acts of bigotry 

and hate? 

• What actions can we take to promote

understanding in our community?

We realize these questions have

no simple answers. Our answers

will  be personal, conditional,

and complex. We ask only that

we engage in honest dialogue,

listen with a generosity of spirit,

exhibit values of democracy, and

search for common ground that

represents the best of humanity.

These are the hallmarks of quality

art, quality education, and quality

community dialogue.
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Understanding the Holocaust 

1915-1923 –
Armenian
Genocide, an
estimated
1,500,000
deaths.

January 30, 1933 –
Adolf Hitler appointed
chancellor. 

March 1933 – 
The first Nazi 
concentration
camp, Dachau,
opened for 
“political prisoners.”

March 23, 1933 –
Hitler given dictatorial
powers by passage
of The Enabling Act.

1933-1935 – Involuntary
sterilization of 320,000-
350,000 persons judged
physically or mentally 
disabled.

Bertha Adler spoke French,
Yiddish and studied Hebrew at
the local elementary school. At
16 years old, she was gassed 2
days after arriving at Auschwitz.

T
he Holocaust was the 

systematic segregation,

persecution, and murder 

of approximately six million Jews

and almost as many other victims.

The Nazi Regime (1933-1945) 

considered these victims to be inferior

and unfit to live because of their

race, religion, sexuality, nationality,

physical ability, or politics. The Nazis

targeted Jews, Roma (often called

“Gypsies”, a term which is considered

offensive by most Roma), Poles and

other Slavic people,political opponents

(primarily Communists, Socialists,

Social Democrats, and trade unionists),

homosexuals, religious opponents

(Christian leaders and Jehovah’s

Witnesses), Germans of African

descent, and people with disabilities.

These groups suffered legal and

social persecution which commonly

resulted in extradition, imprison-

ment, or death.

While the word “genocide” was

coined in 1944 to describe “the

destruction of a nation or of an ethnic

group”, Raphael Lemkin, a legal

scholar and Jewish refugee of Nazi-

occupied Poland, extended his

original definition beyond the

murder of the Jews to include all

the victims who died as a result of

these crimes. The Holocaust was not

the first genocide in history, or the

last, but it holds iconic status in

Western history, exemplifying one

of humankind’s lowest moments.

In January 1933, Adolf Hitler was

appointed Chancellor of Germany

as a part of political compromise.

One month later, the Reichstag

(German Parliament) burned

mysteriously. Capitalizing on the

German fear of more “terrorist”

acts, martial law was enacted that 

suspended many civil rights including

freedoms of speech and assembly.

People accused of being enemies 

of the state could be incarcerated

without due process. By March

1933, only two months later, the first

concentration camp opened and

the Reichstag passed the Enabling

Act establishing Hitler’s dictatorship.

While 9 million Jews lived in all 

of Europe in 1933, they represented

only 1% of the German population.

Building on a pervasive social climate

of anti-Semitism, the Nazis blamed

Jewish people for the huge inflation,

crippling depression, and mass

unemployment in Germany.

The Nuremberg Laws of 1935-38

defined German citizenship and

excluded Jews (defined by one

Jewish grandparent) from any 

civic rights. Mass emigration 

was encouraged by the German 

government. In July 1938, world

leaders met at the Evian Conference

to negotiate immigration quotas 

for refugees fleeing Nazi Germany.

Most countries, including the

United States, were unwilling to

ease immigration restrictions,

therefore denying entry to many Jews.

With the start of WW2 in 1939,

the Third Reich’s policies focused

on two aims: expansion of German

territory and “racial purification”.

Simultaneous to the occupation of

much of Europe, the Nazis and their
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forms of hate and bigotry enacted

by the Nazi regime.

In late 1944, the Allied forces 

(26 nations led by Britain, France, the

United States, and the Soviet Union)

began defeating the Axis powers

(Nazi Germany, Italy, Japan and their

allies) and liberating the camps. The

Nazis attempted to destroy the evi-

dence of genocide, murdering many

prisoners and evacuating the

remaining to camps inside Germany

to prevent their liberation. Many

more prisoners died during the long

journeys on foot

known 

as the “Death

Marches”. On

January 27, 1945,

the Soviet armed

forces liberated

Auschwitz-

Birkenau, freeing

about 8,000 

remaining prisoners.

Evidence suggests,

nearly half of the prisoners died

from malnutrition or illness within 

a few days of being freed. Hitler

committed suicide in his bunker 

in Berlin on April 30, 1945 and the

Germans officially surrendered on 

the western front May 7th and on 

the eastern front on May 9th, 1945.

Upon liberation, survivors spent

time in Displaced Persons (DPs)

camps while they arranged emigration

throughout the world. Shortly after

the war, the Allies sent more than six
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June 30-July1, 1934 On “The
Night of the Long Knives”,
Hitler had members of the
Nazi party and police mur-
der other members to
achieve the party’s aims.

July 6-15, 1938 – Evian Conference 
at Evian, France. Delegates from 
32 countries and aid organizations
discussed immigration quotas for
refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. 
The United States and most other
countries were unwilling to ease 
their immigration restrictions.

November 9-10, 1938 – Kristallnacht
(“Night of Broken Glass”) The Nazis burned
synagogues, looted Jewish homes and
businesses, and killed at least 91 Jews.
Approximately 30,000 Jewish men were
deported to Dachau and other concentration
camps and several hundred Jewish women
were sent to local jails.

September 1,
1939 – German
troops invaded
Poland, marking
the beginning of
World War II.

October 1939 – By lethal injection
or in gas chambers, Hitler killed
tens of thousands of mentally and
physically disabled people
deemed “incurable” and hence
“unworthy of life” under his
“Euthensia” program.

collaborators constructed a complex

system of ghettos, transit camps,

forced-labor camps, concentration

camps, and death camps. Many work

and concentration camps supplied

slave labor to local industry and 

produced goods that supported the

German war effort. Investigating the

complexities of the economy during

this period offers interesting insights

into the complicity of those not 

persecuted under the Nazi regime.

For example, the privately owned

railroads charged Jews a half-price

fare to ride in cattle cars

during early deportations

to the camps. By 1942, the

Nazi’s “Final Solution 

of the Jewish Problem”

supported the operation

of six extermination camps

designed specifically for

mass killings. One million

people were killed in

Aushwitz-Birkenau,

750,000 in Treblinka,

250,000 in Sobidor, 170.000 in

Majdanek, and 152,000 in Chelmo.

In addition to the 6 million Jewish

victims murdered, more than 3 million

Soviet prisoners of war, millions of

Polish Slavs, 200,000 disabled people,

hundreds of thousands of Roma,

religious and political dissidents,

African-Germans, and homosexual

men were killed by overwork,

malnourishment, disease, or murder.

An estimated total of 11 million people

died as a result of the institutional

million Displaced Persons (DPs),

mostly non-Jews, back to their home

countries. Approximately 150,000-

200,000 DPs were unable or unwilling

to return to their homes because of

the destruction of their communities

and continued legal or social 

discriminations. Tragically, many

homosexuals were not freed after

liberation from the camps, but were

put back in jail to serve the remainder

of their sentence. The law used to

discriminate against homosexuals,

Paragraph 175 of the German criminal

code, remained in effect until 1969.

German laws which discriminated

against Roma continued to be in

effect until 1970 in some parts of

the country. The last DPs camp

closed in 1957. Eventually, about

136,000 Jewish survivors moved to

Palestine to form the new nation 

of Israel.

Since the fall of the Nazi Regime,

the world has continued to struggle

with the implications of these

atrocities. Even the terms “Holocaust”

(sacrifice by fire) or “Shoah”(catastrophe)

seem insufficient to express the 

enormity of this event. Any investi-

gation of the Holocaust will only 

tell part of the story. Histories or testi-

monies of survivors represent a partial

look at their unique experiences

and perspectives. Even a limited

understanding of this historical period,

requires us to focus on individual

lives before and after the Holocaust

not just experiences during the atrocities.

Inge Auerbacher lived in a 
17-room home with servants to
help with the house work. After 
7 years at the Theresienstadt
ghetto, 11 year old Inge and 
her family were liberated.

“To resist was to recover ones humanity in the face of a 
Nazi machine bent on destroying it.” —R.Gottlieb
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Victims of the Holocaust
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October 1941 – Auschwitz-
Birkenau, a concentration 
and slave-labor camp, opened. 
It eventually became the largest
extermination camp. An estimated
1.1 million - 1.5 million people
were killed or died there, 9 out 
of 10 were Jews.

December 7, 1941 – Japan
bombed Peal Harbor,
Hawaii. The next morning,
the United States declared
war on Japan.

December 8, 1941 -
Chelmno, the first of six
extermination camps opened
to facilitate the “Final Solution”
(genocide of Jews). At least
152,000 Jews and an undeter-
mined number of Roma and
Poles were killed using special
mobile gas vans.

Franco Cesana, a young
Jewish boy born in Bologna,
was well integrated into Italian
society. At 12 years old, he
was the youngest Italian 
partisan in the Justice and
Liberty group. At 13 years 
old, he was shot by Germans.

May 20, 1940 - Auschwitz I
founded in old Polish army
barracks where approximately
70,000 Polish intellectuals and
Soviet prisoners of war were
killed.

June 22, 1941 – Nazis
invaded the Soviet Union
and used German mobile
killing squads
(Einsatzgruppen) assigned
to identify, concentrate,
and kill Jews behind the
front lines.

6 million murdered

disabilities
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Victims of the Nazi Quest 
for Racial Purity
Roma came from India in the 1400s. Europeans thought they came
from Egypt so called them “Gypsies,” which is now considered
derogatory by most Roma. Like the Jews, they were subjected to
internment, forced labor, and eventually singled out for systematic
murder. Up to hundreds of thousands of Romas murdered.
Germans with disabilities were involuntarily sterilized to “improve”
the human race. Hitler’s “Euthanasia” program legalized the killing 
of institutionalized patients deemed “incurable.” At least 250,000
people were killed under this program.
Germans of African descent were prohibited from intermarrying
with other Germans. To promote racial purity, approximately 500 
children of mixed African-German backgrounds, called the “Rhineland
bastards,” were involuntarily sterilized. Persecution ranged from 
isolation to sterilization, medical experimentation, incarceration,
brutality, and murder.

Victims of 

Nazi Racism

6 million Jewish 

people murdered

M
uch has been written about the inability of

words and images to express the experience

of victims and survivors of the Holocaust.

The poetry written during and since the Holocaust

speaks in many ways, addressing the listener, and then

residing in the person who hears.

Autobiogr



“Those who do not remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” —George Santayana,Spanish philosopher
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December 11,
1941 – Germany
and Italy declared
war on the United
States.

January 20, 1942 –
Wannsee Conference
where Senior Nazi 
officials defined “Jew”
and coordinated the
implementation of the
“Final Solution of the
Jewish Question.”

January 1942 –
Auschwitz-Birkenau
added four large gas
chambers. More than
12,000 Jews were
gassed per day at the
height of the deportations.

1942 – Belzec, Sobibor, and
Treblinka extermination camps
opened to speed up the killing
process. By October 1943, more
than 1.7 million Jews were killed
in these gas chambers. Only 120
people survived.

October 1942 – Murder
operations began at
Majdanek, which was first
a prisoner-of-war camp,
then a concentration
camp, and eventually an
extermination camp. The
killing continued until the
end of 1943.

Marcus Fass, a Jewish child
living in Ulanow, Poland,
graduated from secondary
school after his father left for
America to find a better life
for their family. In 1942, at 17,
Marcus went into hiding, was
seized, and was never heard
from again. 

Soviet POW’sPo
le

sVictims of the Nazi Racial
Struggle for Europe 
Poles and other Slavs were considered “subhumans”
and occupied lands vital to Germany. Approximately
50,000 Polish children were kidnapped for possible
adoption to be “Germanized.” Poles and other Slavs
were held in prisons, concentration, and forced labor
camps. An estimated 1.8 - 1.9 million Polish civilians,
non-Jews, perished during the war.
Soviet prisoners of war, most interned in German
camps, accounted for more than three million deaths.
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Victims of the Nazi Ideology for
Germans
Political dissidents included communists, socialists, and trade
unionists and were enemies of the state. Many died as a result of
maltreatment in prisons and camps.
Jehovah’s Witnesses would not bear arms for any nation or
swear allegiance to any worldly government due to religious
beliefs. Therefore, many were incarcerated in prisons and concen-
tration camps and died for refusing to be drafted, perform war-
related work, and continuing to meet against Nazi orders.
Male Homosexuals were seen as unlikely to produce children
and therefore considered a racial danger by the Nazis. Attempts
to “cure” homosexuals included imprisonment, humiliation and
grueling work in camps, and involuntary castration. Police arrest-
ed an estimated 100,000 homosexuals, half of them convicted and
most sentenced to regular prisons. Suspected “habitual criminals”
were often released from jail, immediately re-arrested, and then
sent to concentration camps. An  estimated 5,000 to 15,000 male
homosexuals suffered in Nazi concentration camps.

ography
I died with the first blow and was buried

among the rocks of the field.

The raven taught my parents

what to do with me.

If my family is famous

not a little credit goes to me.

My brother invented murder,

my parents invented grief,

I invented silence.

Afterwards, the well-known events took place.

Our inventions were perfected.

One thing led to another,

orders were given. There were those who murdered

in their own way,

grieved in their own way.

I won’t mention names

out of consideration for the reader,

since at first the details horrify

though finally they’re a bore:

you can die once, twice, even seven times,

but you can’t die a thousand times.

I can.

My underground cells reach everywhere.

When Cain began to multiply on the face 

of the earth,

I began to multiply in the belly of the earth,

and my strength has long been greater than his.

His legions desert him and go over to me,

and even this is only half a revenge.

—Dan Pagis



Footn o t e s8 w w w. b a l l e t a u s t i n . o r g

June 6, 1944 – D Day,
British and American
troops launched an
invasion of France. 

October 14, 1943 – Jewish
prisoner revolt at Sobibor
extermination camp. About
300 escaped, more than 100
caught and killed. After the
revolt, German SS special
detachments closed and 
dismantled the killing center.

November 3-4, 1943 –
Operation Harvest Festival
(Aktion Erntefest). German SS
and police units liquidated
several labor camps in the
Dublin, Poland area. At least
42,000 Jews were killed.

April 19-May 16,
1943 – Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, the
first mass revolt in
Nazi-occupied
Europe.

August 2, 1943 – Jewish 
prisoner revolt at Treblinka
extermination camp. More
than 300 escaped, most
caught and killed. Survivors
dismantled all remaining
traces of the camp’s existence
and then were shot in
November, 1943 

Moishe Felmen  was raised in
central Poland with six siblings.
After the Germans confiscated
his parents’ grain business,
Moishe and his family were
deportd to Treblinka. He was
gassed at the age of 16. 
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Representation
Representing the Holocaust

H
ow do you represent the

Holocaust in art, literature,

music or dance? Artwork has

been used to process

people’s first hand

experiences of the

atrocities and those

that have followed.

While Theodore

Adorno’s famous line

“Poetry after the

Holocaust is barbarity”

must surely cause us

pause, Elie Wiesel,

Holocaust survivor,

counters this idea

when he suggests that

we must begin with art.

Representing the

Holocaust presents a

series of possibilities and

problematic issues

including the limits of

metaphors and symbols,

the moral and historical complexity of

the event, and the problems of memory.

Pushing the Limits of Metaphor

Many argue that the Holocaust is 

indescribable, that any representation

through texts or images or sounds,

falls short of expressing the magnitude

of the experience. This argument is

countered by an acknowledgment

that representations are by definition,

limited responses, not attempts at

reconstruction. Ulrich Baer suggests

aesthetics can acknowledge the

“unbridgeable gap between attempts

to understand and explain the events

that occurred” and the actual atroci-

ties. James Young describes this notion

of a void, or absence, often occurring

in Holocaust Memorials, as a site

where “memory is returned to the

people.” By highlighting absence, we

are asked to consider who is not pres-

ent. Our imaginations begin filling the

void. The act of imagination when

encountering the void Young says is a

“point of engagement [which] is both

personal and collective.”

Representing Through the Body

While dance is not a frequent media

for Holocaust representations, it 

provides a possibility for personal 

and collective responses to non-literal

movement. It allows us to disrupt 

what Robert Abzug calls the “universal 

symbols of humankind’s inhuman

capacity”constructed by our “packaged”

cultural understanding of the events

of the Holocaust. Dance representations

of the Holocaust have a particular

challenge in overcoming our perception

of beauty within the artform.

“Whatever ‘beauty’ Holocaust art

achieves is soiled by the misery of its

theme” (Lawrence Langer, 1995.) The

use of the body in dance—live— in

real time, creates a profound reminder

of the frailties and responsibilities of

the individual in the Shoah.

“Moral and Historical Density”

“What place can there be for the 

imagination or even for representation

itself? What space can be left for

authors who commit themselves to

images of a composite event so dense

morally and historically as to leave 

the imagination little room in which 

to move or act?” (Berel Lang, 2000).

One challenge for many artistic 

representations involves the immense

historical demands of the subject.These

challenge non-text based works, like

music or dance.

Problems of Memory

As time passes, we are challenged 

with the ways in which the Holocaust

is remembered through generations

and across nations. Artists, writers, and

teachers who did not experience the

events directly must try to represent

an interpreted memory, to contribute

to a collective memory. While the

responsibility is great, and filled

with  impossibilities, the challenge

is  unavoidable. The cost of silence

is too great not to risk the limits

of representation.

Representing the Holocaust “The Holocaust is the same;
meaning of the H
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July 23, 1944 – Soviet
troops liberated
Majdanek. Surprised 
by the rapid Soviet
advance, the camp was
found virtually intact with
evidence of the mass
murder committed there.

October 6,1944 – Auschwitz-
Birkenau revolt, The
Sonderkommando (prisoners
forced to remove corpses from
the gas chambers and burn
them) blew up Crematorium IV
and killed the guards. About 250
participants died and the SS and
police units shot 200 more.

November 1944 –
Raphael Lemkin, a legal
scholar and Polish Jew
forced to flee when the
Nazis invaded, coined 
the term “genocide”. 
After a long effort to draw
attention to the killing.

November 25, 1944
The SS began to 
dismantle, bury, and
plant over Auschwitz-
Birkenau’s gas chambers
and crematoria.

January, 17 1945 –
Auschwitz evacuated as
Soviets advanced, many 
prisoners were killed in camp.
The 58,000 remaining prisoners
began “Death March” to the
interior of the German Reich.

Moshe Finkler was one of
seven children raised in a
Jewish home in The Hague.
Moshe, an excellent student,
studied eight languages. His
family escaped to Belgium,
was found, and deported to
Auschwitz where Moshe died
at the age of 18.
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Ballet Austin’s Stephen Mills  
reflects at Treblinka 

A Personal Message 

from Stephen Mills

Art alone does not change the world,

people do. We all have to be diligent 

to individual and governmental 

protection of human rights whether 

or not we agree with other’s religious

and political choices. Acts of moral

blindness did not go out in the 1940’s

with the liberation of Auschwitz.

Before coming to see Light / The

Holocaust & Humanity Project, try to

reflect on an instance when you were 

a bystander, a victim, or a perpetrator

of intolerance. Use this work to reflect

upon your own responsibilities when

confronted with acts of bigotry and

hate. My hope is that this work

sparks your interest, which in turn

starts a conversation. People engaging

in dialogue begin the process of

positive change.

it cannot change. But the world in which we live….changes the
of the Holocaust as time passes  before our eyes.“ —Raul Hillberg,historian

Section I: Steve Reich, Tehillim
Section II: Evelyn Glennie, Greatest Hits
Section III: Michael Gordon, Weather
Section IV: Arvo Part, Tabula Rasa
Section V: Philip Glass, Dennis Russell Davies 

performs Philip Glass

Choreography: Stephen Mills
Set & Costume Design: Christopher McCollum
Media Design: Action Figure
Light Design: Tony Tucci

Dancers at the Holocaust Museum in Houston.Dancers at the Holocaust Museum in Houston.

Music
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January 27, 1945 –
Soviet soldiers liberated
Auschwitz, about 8,000
prisoners freed.

April 11, 1945 –
Buchenwald liberated by
U.S. troops, more than
20,000 prisoners freed.

April 15, 1945 – British
forces liberated approximately
60,000 prisoners, most in
critical condition due to a
typhus epidemic. More than
10,000 died of malnutrition 
or disease within a few weeks
of liberation.

April 29, 1945 –
U.S. troops liberated
approximately
32,000 prisoners at
Dachau.

March 1945 – Anne
Frank died of typhus 
at Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp.

April 30, 1945 –
Hitler committed 
suicide in his bunker
in Berlin.

About this Ballet

Combining Art and Education

W
hile struggling to process the

horrors of the terrorist

attacks on September 11,

2001, Stephen Mills, Ballet Austin

Artistic Director, also contemplated our

individual responsibility for promoting

social justice. How can artists contribute

to creating a more just world through

their individual art forms? Soon after

the death of a close friend and Jewish

American Liberator, creating a dance

exploring the Holocaust began to fill

his thoughts. However, he felt dance

alone was insufficient to respectfully

approach this subject. At the same

time, Dr. Mary Lee Webeck, Dr. Sherry

Field, and Brent Hasty at The

University of Texas at Austin were

considering how to integrate 

meaningful aesthetic representations

into Holocaust education. An arts and

education partnership was created.

Preparing through Research

They began a thoughtful research

process that started with meeting

Holocaust survivors and hearing their

stories. Dr. Webeck invited Mills and

Hasty to study at the Holocaust

Museum Houston’s Warren Fellowship

where she served on the faculty. Next,

a research trip led them through

Germany, Poland, the Czech Republic,

and later Israel. The more knowledge

Mills gained, the more he worried that

it was not possible to create a ballet

depicting an event as immense and

indescribable as the Holocaust. A passage

written by a Holocaust survivor,

Elie Wiesel, provided clarity,“Some

things are too large to write about,

but nothing is too small.” Mills then

decided the dance could focus on 

one person’s account of survival.

The Creative Process

Mills keeps a file of images found in

magazines, books or newspapers that

appeal to him for various reasons.

A picture gives him an idea for a set

design or for a particular movement

sequence. His creative process often

begins by looking through his “idea

file” and pulling those images that

seem to apply to the current project.

Mills displays these images on his

office walls. On the “idea wall” for Light/

The Holocaust and Humanity Project are

various images of trees, symbolizing

family, the tree of life, and new begin-

nings. One particularly barren tree

shows the silhouette of a man rooted

to the ground and reaching for the sky.

Preshow Section 1
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May 2, 1945 –
German units in
Berlin surrendered 
to Soviet forces.

May 5, 1945 – U.S.
troops liberated more
than 17,000 prisoners at
Mauthausen and more
than 20,000 prisoners at
Gusen concentration
camps.

May 7-9, 1945 – German
armed forces surrendered
unconditionally in the West
on May 7th and in the East
on May 9th.

September 2, 1945 –
Japan surrendered 
and World War II 
officially ended.

Dorotka Goldstein would have
started the first grade in Warsaw
when the war broke out. Her
father was killed after escaping
to Vilna. In 1945, she was shot
twice in the back when the camp
was liberated by Soviet troops.
She was found alive and freed at
13 years old.

Another image depicts the birch trees

for which the death camp Birkenau

(“birch tree meadow”) was named. In

addition to the images, the “idea wall”

contains texts that Mills writes. A text

next to a magazine layout with hang-

ing mirror balls reads “Life suspends,

turns and in the end reflects. They cast

shadows as well as brilliant light.”

Representing Memories 

of Experience

Although each person’s Holocaust

experience was unique, Mills 

concentrated on the commonalities in

the personal accounts of the survivors 

he met: forced imprisonment,

marginalization and discrimination,

experiences in ghettos, deportation 

to camps, and survival. Each story

began with memories of family and

described the family unit as central 

to the individual survivor’s identity.

The dance explores the common

themes of family, segregation,

isolation, transportation, relationships,

and survival.

“And even in our sleep,pain which cannot forget falls drop
by drop upon the heart…” —Agamemnon,Aeschylus,3rd Century BC

Section 2 Section 4 Section 5
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November 20, 1945 – 
The International Military
Tribunal (IMT), made up 
of United States, British,
French, and Soviet judges,
began a trial of 21 major
Nazi leaders at Nuremberg,
Germany.
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Article 2 of the Genocide
Convention defines genocide as:
Any of the following acts committed with

intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,

ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm 

to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group 

conditions of life calculated to bring  

about its physical destruction in whole 

or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to 

prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the 

group to another group.”

Contemporary Issues

Footn o t e s12 w w w. b a l l e t a u s t i n . o r g

November 29, 1947 –
The United Nations voted
to partition Palestine into
two new states, one
Jewish and the other
Arab. The decision was
accepted by the Jewish
and rejected by the Arab
leadership.

Joseph Gani attended Greek
public school and Jewish reli-
gious education. He was one of
the 300 Jews of Preveza deport-
ed to Auschwitz. As part of the
Sonderkommando unit, Joseph
was forced to carry corpses to
the crematoria. At 18 years old,
he was killed as part of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau revolt.

Izabella Katz was one of eight
children from a small town in
Hungary. Her father fled to the
U.S. to get papers for the family,
who was sent to Auschwitz
while he was gone. Izabella ran
and hid during a forced march.
Only 2 days later, she was liber-
ated at 15 years old. She eventu-
ally joined her father in the US.

A
mong the many places

where large-scale genocide

has occurred in the post-

Holocaust era are: Indonesia

(1965-1966), Bangladesh (1971),

Burundi (1972), Cambodia (1975-

1979), East Timor (1975-1979),

Guatemala (1980s), Iraq (1988),

Bosnia-Herzegovina (early 1990s),

Rwanda (1994), and Darfur (2003-

present).

The international community

decries acts of genocide… usually

after the fact. While tens to

hundreds of thousands if not

millions of people are actually

dying, world leaders often focus

on their own internal affairs. In

effect, bystander nations often

act on the assertion that,“We’ll

stay out of your business, if you

stay out of ours.”

Another deterrent to intervention

includes hesitancy to commit a

nation’s troops to an obviously

dangerous situation. This is the so

called “Somalia factor” referring to

the failed American peace-keeping

operation in Somalia in 1993.

More recently, world leaders

spent months arguing over

definitions and appropriate

actions to take while today, 6,000-

10,000 innocent victims die per

month in Darfur, Sudan.

It is easy to think that as individ-

uals we are powerless to make 

a difference.

August 1, 1946 -   The IMT
passed judgment on the
major Nazi war criminals on
trial in Nuremberg, Germany,
11 of the 18 convicted were
sentenced to death, and 3
were acquitted.

October 16, 1946 – From 
the IMT convictions, ten
defendants were executed 
by hanging. The eleventh 
prisoner convicted to death,
Hermann Goring, committed
suicide in his cell before 
his hanging.

December 11, 1946 –
United Nations passed
a resolution defining
“genocide”.

3,600,000
people have died during

genocide since 1990.
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in government and humanitarian

groups.

• Communicate with local, state,

and federal politicians.

• Become involved with human

rights groups.

• Never forget that the statistics

represent individuals: men,

women, children, mothers, fathers,

brothers, sisters, grandmothers,

grandfathers, aunts, uncles, nieces

and nephews.
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May 14,1948 – David 
Ben-Gurion, leader of the Jews
of Palestine, announced the
establishment of the State of
Israel in Tel Aviv and declared
that Jewish immigration 
into the new state would be
unrestricted.  

June 1948 – Congress passed the
Displaced Persons Act, authorizing
200,000 DPs to enter the United States
in 1949 and 1950. An estimated 80,000
Jewish DPs immigrated to the United
States with the aid of American Jewish
agencies between 1945 and 1952.

1965-1966 –  Indonesian
Genocide,about 500,000
deaths.

1972 – Burundi Genocide,
200,000 – 300,000 deaths.

1971 – Bangladesh Genocide,
about 3 million deaths.

What can we do?  

• Become indignant 

about passivity.

• Become familiar with the major

genocides and the key issues

inherent in each event.

• Share this information 

with others.

• Teach about other genocides 

in addition to the Holocaust.

• Learn about individuals who

have made a difference in other

genocidal events, such as those

Genocide has
occurred so often and so
uncontested in the last

fifty years that an epithet
more apt in describing
recent events than the

oft-chanted ‘Never
Again’ is in fact ‘Again

and Again’.
—Samantha Power, Director of the Human Rights Initiative 

at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

:

“All that is needed for evil to triumph is that good
men do nothing.“      Edmond Burke,—18th century English philosopher

Nazi Euphamisms

The Nazis changed the meaning of language to hide their actions

and deceive others.

action = organized hostile operation against Jews

resettlement to the East = deportation to a killing center

evacuation = deportation to a killing center

special treatment = killing

make harmless = killing

Final Solution = kill Jews

removal of Jews = deportation to a killing center

change of residence = deportation to camp  

Jewish residential area = ghetto

The Triangle

Which role do you choose?

Bystanders Perpertrators

Rescuers

Victims

Language of War

Ita Grynbaum and her
eight siblings lived in a
small house and tailor
shop in Poland.  When her
father died,  the older sib-
lings helped her mother
run the tailoring business.
Ita contracted typhus in a
forced-labor camp and
died at 17 years old.



Talking to Young People about the Holocaust

Footn o t e s14 w w w. b a l l e t a u s t i n . o r g

1992-1995 – Bosnian
Genocide, 200,000
Muslim civilians mur-
dered with 20,000
missing and feared
dead. Christian Serbs,
led by Slobodan
Milosevic, carried out a
campaign of “ethnic
cleansing”. 

1980s – Guatemalan
Genocide, 100,000 -
200,000 Mayan deaths.

1988 – Iraqi Genocide,
gassing of the Kurds,
estimated 50,000 -
200,000 deaths.

I
t is difficult to talk to young

people about hatred and cruelty.

Questions arise amongst

parents and Holocaust educators

about how to discuss difficult

topics, and when. Conversations

about the Holocaust, once begun

with children,

often are sig-

nificant life

events. When

we speak into

being the

events of the

Holocaust,

recognition

that people

are capable of immeasurable

cruelty follows.

Each child brings a unique

personality and context to the

discussion of difficult topics.

Guidelines from the United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum

(1993) suggest that important

cognitive and emotional consid-

erations be made when dis-

cussing or teaching young people

about the events of the

Holocaust. Understanding the

Holocaust requires that young

people begin to place events in

historical, social, political, and 

economic contexts. It has been

suggested that while upper 

elementary age students can

empathize with individual survivor

accounts, they may not be able

to place these accounts into a

broader context.

However, such guidelines do

not fit neatly with children’s

inquiring minds. From an early

age children ask questions that

can leave us feeling inadequately

prepared to respond. Josey Fisher

writes about her seven-year-old

child’s question,

“Mommy, would

Hitler have liked

me?” Fisher 

suggests that 

children’s questions

not only demand

information from

us, they also

require us, as

adults, to grapple with our own

complex reactions. For Fisher, this

included the consideration that

her family is Jewish. When children

ask questions, it is important to

listen to the question being

asked, and to try to understand 

its evolution. Such understanding

may offer guidance to the 

most natural way to respond 

to children’s questions about 

the Holocaust and other difficult

topics.

1975-1979 – Cambodian
Genocide, approximately 1.7
million people were killed
(21% of the country’s popu-
lation) by the Communist
Khmer Rouge armed forces
led by Pol Pot. 

1975-1979 – East
Timor Genocide,
approximately
120,000 people killed
out of a population of
650,000.

For Young Readers

• Terrible Things, by Eve Bunting, Jewish Publication 

Society of America, 1989

• The Sneetches and Other Stories, by Dr. Seuss, Random 

House Books for Young Readers, 1961

• Fireflies in the Dark, by  Susan Goldman Ruben, Holiday 

House, 2000

• Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry, Laurel Leaf, 1998

“In the book, Terrible

Things”, the people were not standing up

and the Terrible Things made them think

they were not good enough to be.”

—Nicholas Blue, 7 years old

“I read the book,“Diary of

Anne Frank” late junior high or early high

school. It made an indelible impression and

started me on a quest to know more.”

—Emily Mooreland, Austin Business Owner

For Young Adults

• Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank,

Bantam, 1993

• Night., by Elie Wiesel, Bantam, 1982

• Flying Against the Wind: The Story of a Young Woman Who 

Defied the Nazis, by Ina R Friedman, Lodgepole Press, 1995

• I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children’s Drawings from Terezin 

Concentration Camp,by Hana Volavkova,Schocken,1994

• The Children of Willesden Lane, Beyond the 

Kindertransport: A Memoir of Music, Love, and Survival,

by Mona Golanek and Lee Cohen,Warner Books, 2002

Butterfly

The butterfly has become

known as the symbol repre-

senting the 1.5 million children

who died during the

Holocaust. The most common

butterfly image comes from the

poem, The Butterfly, by Pavel Friedmann, a Jewish

prisoner in the Terezin concentration camp.
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April 1994 – Rwandan
Genocide, more than
800,000 Tutsis and thou-
sands of moderate Hutus
slaughtered in a 100 day
rampage.  

April 16, 1998 – Khmer
Rouge leader Pol Pot dies 
in his sleep, never held
accountable for the
Cambodian genocide 
committed under his rule.

September 9, 2004 – U.S.
Secretary of State Colin
Powell officially declared 
the crisis in the Darfur region
of Sudan genocide. An 
estimated 70,000-350,000
people have died in the last 
1 1/2 years.

January 27, 2005 –
Commemoration 
ceremonies for the
60th anniversary 
of the  Auschwitz 
liberation.

January 31, 2005 – U.N.
commission declared
that the crisis in Darfur 
is not a “genocide”, but
the government and 
militias are responsible
for widespread atrocities
and should be prosecuted. 

“The documentary film Paperclips is my favorite resource.

It is incredible. It seems to me to have been the perfect, although

unlikely, context for a (American) community to comprehend the 

ultimate lesson of the Holocaust. It should be required viewing.”

—Mayor Will Wynn

Paper Clips. Dir.Elliot Berlin & Joe Fab.Johnson Group,2004.G (age 10 & up)
The Pianist. Dir.Roman Polanski.Umvd,2003.R (age 16 & up)
Schindler’s List. Dir.Steven Spielberg.Universal Studios,1993.R (age 16 & up)
Shoah. Claude Lanzmann,New Yorker Films Studio,1885.NR (age 16 & up)
Hotel Rwanda,directed by Terry George,United Artists Films,2004,PG-13
The Killing Fields,directed by Roland Joffe,Warner Studios,1984,R
Welcome to Sarajevo,directed by Michael Winterbottom,Miramax,1997,R

online
www.ushmm.org—United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
www.hmh.org – Holocaust Museum Houston
www.yadvashem.org – Yad Vashem:The Holocaust Martyrs’ and
Heroes’ Remembrance Authority

For Adult Readers

The Hiding Place,by Corrie Ten Boom,Bantam,reissue edition 1984
A History of the Holocaust, by Nili Keren and Yehuda Bauer,
Franklin Watts, 2002
Maus [vols. I – II], by Art Spiegelman,Pantheon Books, 1993
Survival in Auschwitz, by Primo Levi,Touchstone, 1995
Holocaust Poetry, by Hilda Schiff, St. Martin’s Press, 1995
Hitler’s Dancers: German Modern Dance and the Third Reich, by
Lilian Karina and Marion Kant, Berghahn Books, 2004
“A Problem from Hell”: America in the Age of Genocide, by
Samantha Power, Perenial, 2003
Rethinking the Holocaust, by Yehuda Bauer,Yale Nota Bene, 2002.
You Know the Rest,by Irene Russ, Idea University Press, 2001

• Henry K Gorecki, Symphony #3 (1976)
• Steve Reich, Different Trains/Electric Counterpoint (1989)
• Steve Reich,Tehillim, ECM Records, 1994
• Arvo Part,Tabula Rasa, ECM Records, 1999
• Philip Glass, Dennis Russell Davis performs Philip Glass,
Orange Mountain, 2004

“My favorite bookis the Hiding

Place. Watching the courage of average good men and

women who refused to succumb to this evil raised my

spirits and gives us all hope everlasting.”

—Dr. Pat Forgione, AISD Superintendant 

A
ccording to Oliver Hirschbiegel, director of the

Oscar nominated film, Downfall, depicting the

last days of Hitler,“There are 82,000 books written

about Hitler alone…and none give complete answers.”

Since, any compilation of Holocaust resources would be

incomplete; we have listed a few of our favorites.

“I went to the Holocaust Memorial museum
as an adult and a parent.I was mesmerized.It reminded me how important it is

that the stories continue to be told in words,pictures,and now dance for our

children and their children so it’s never forgotten”.

— Blaine Bull. Ballet Austin Board Member

“It is some of the most beautiful music
ever composed. I believe it is music of the soul.

—Stephen Mills, Artistic Director, Ballet Austin

What resources would you recommend?

e s dark, you don’t throw away the ticket and jump off.
it still and trust the engineer.” Corrie Ten Boom, Author &  survivor of the Holocaust
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Light / The Holocaust & Humanity Project

Facing acts of 
intolerence,

what will 
you do?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
yesterday today tomorrow

Dr. Harvey Evans &
Gloria Evans
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